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weariful wives and children less bitter, I bid him
God-speed. Anything that lessens the sin of our
poor humanity, any approximation to the life and
spirit of the Divine Master, is to be rejoiced over.
I feel more the need of a deeper consecration to
truth and duty, on the part of all who profess to
be Christians, than of putting any obstacles in the
way of such a man. I like his^aim better than his
theology.

Whittier once said: "It is one thing to hold
fast the faith of our fathers, the creed of the free-
dom-loving Puritan and Huguenot, and quite an-
other to set up the five points of Calvinism, like so
many thunder-rods, over a bad life, in the insane
hope of avoiding the divine displeasure;" and
again: " There is something in the doctrine of
total depravity and regeneration. We are born
selfish. The discipline of life develops the higher
qualities of character, in a greater or less degree.
It is the conquering of innate selfish propensities
that makes the saint; and the giving up unduly
to impulses that in their origin are necessary to the
preservation of life that makes the sinner."

In 1877, Hon, Eobert S. Rantoul, then residing
at Stuttgart, was active in promoting an effort
among the Americans and English to build a
monument to Freiligrath, who died the year be-
fore. He called upon Mr. Whittier for a poem to
be read at the dedication, and received this reply:
" Thy letter has just reached me ; too late, I fear,
for the occasion to which it refers. I would gladly,
were I able, send a word for the anniversary; as